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1. Introduction

The admissions policy and procedures given here are intended to uphold an effective and fair
system of admissions.

In this policy, the term “parents” is taken as the mother and father of the child, or as one or
more persons who have parental responsibility for the child.

2. The Nursery

As background, it is helpful to summarise the Nursery’s nature and ethos, articulated as well in
its brochures and website.

Bronte Nursery is an Early Years setting, for children aged 3 months to 5 years. The Nursery seeks
to provide high quality childcare, with a family-friendly atmosphere. The daily emphasis is
providing high quality, full and happy experiences for each child, as he or she learns, plays and
grows.

There is a full curriculum for the different ages, including ballet, music and movement, and
French.

Close links with Bronte School, the Nursery’s sister setting located nearby, form a key element of
the provision, school teaching and pastoral staff forming part of the Nursery team,

Guidance and support are available to parents in the many areas in which family decisions have
to be made: moving to school, educational support, and advice on health and well-being.

In their traditions, Bronte School and Bronte Nursery have a Christian character and, and both
welcome families and staff from any background, ethnicity or religion. All within the Bronte
community are encouraged to strive to treat others as they would wish to be treated themselves.

Bronte Nursery is Ofsted-registered.

3. Admissions Principles and Procedures

a. Overall Principle. Bronte Nursery seeks to provide for any child who can benefit from what the
Nursery offers.

b. Special or Particular Needs. Part of any admission is the consideration of any special or
particular needs which a child may have. These can include, for example, dietary or medical
requirements, or learning, behavioural or developmental conditions. In many cases, parents
will make the Nursery aware of any needs, and indeed are asked to do so at as early a stage as
possible, either verbally or using the space provided on the registration form. Nursery staff
always look to find ways to support a child fully and will talk through the child’s needs with the
parents. There may be learning, behavioural or other factors which potentially would not be
reasonably supportable within the Nursery’s resources. Such circumstances would be
discussed fully with parents.
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c. As Capacity Fills. The capacity of a nursery is limited by statutory staff ratios and physical area
of rooms. As places in rooms fill, it is not always possible to offer a place immediately. In these
circumstances, a waiting place may be offered. In decisions about subsequent offers of places,
priority is normally given to siblings of children currently at the Nursery. It is usually possible
to give an indication about the likelihood of a future offer of a place, and the Nursery seeks to
stay in touch after waiting places have been offered.

4. Admissions Process

The admissions process starts with a parental visit, in order to see the Nursery first hand to get a
feel for its atmosphere, how the children are looked after. You will be met and shown around by
Marie Pike, Nursery Manager or Gemma Bradbrook, Office Manager. The visit focuses on the
room which your son or daughter would be due to join, and goes on to tour the other rooms and
facilities, before returning to the office to cover any final points or queries.

Your child’s starting at a nursery and thus being away from home, probably for the first time,
nearly always initially feels a little strange: you should feel entirely free to ask any question about
how the Nursery can look after your child and provide for his or her needs.

Following or during a visit, you may wish to register for a place. This involves completion and
submission of the Bronte Nursery registration form. A letter will follow offering either a place or
a waiting place. If a place is offered, two copies of the Parent-Nursery Agreement will be
enclosed, and a deposit requested. The deposit amount will be discussed with parents by the
Nursery Manager or Bursar and will depend on the hours/days attended.

If you wish to proceed, you should confirm acceptance by signing the Parent-Nursery
Agreements and paying the deposit. One copy of the Agreement should be returned to the
Nursery, and the other retained for your records.

Receipt of the signed Agreement and the deposit secures the place for your child. At that stage,
please provide your child’s original full birth certificate (a copy of which will be taken).

5. The First Days

The intention is to ensure a warm welcome and an easy settling-in period for each child. Children
can of course find the first moments of drop-off difficult, but our staff are very experienced at
rapidly starting to play and engage, and settling usually takes place almost instantly. Staff pay
particular attention to newly joined children to help them swiftly become familiar with new
surroundings and routines.

Bronte Nursery Admissions Policy Page 3


