
Behaviour Management Policy

At  Bronte  Nursery  we  understand  that  children  have  clear  needs  and  strong  emotions.
Children  flourish  through  their  experiences  and  learning  opportunities.  It  is  important  for
children to be understood and supported.

We promote clear  appropriate  expectations  for  their  frustrations  and behaviour.  We work
towards an environment where everyone knows what is expected from them.
We support  children to play and learn whilst  respecting and understanding the needs and
rights of others

We work  toward  helping  children  develop  self-esteem  and  self-discipline  in  a  stimulating
environment

To achieve this:
� All practitioners actively support any concerns regarding behaviour and promote all

learning areas of development.

� Practitioners  are  required  to  keep themselves  up  to  date  with  current  legislation,
research and practices on promoting positive behaviour.  They are to actively seek
training and information on handling children’s behaviour

� All  staffs,  including  students  and  volunteers,  in  the  nursery  will  ensure  that  they
promote a positive role model. Staffs are required to treat children, parents and one
another with friendliness, care and courteously. 

� We familiarise new staff and volunteers with the setting’s behaviour policy and the
guidelines for behaviour management.

� Staffs will be consistent in applying praise and endorse desirable behaviour such as
kindness and willingness to share.

� We work towards partnership with parents and will  regularly inform parents of any
concerns regarding their child’s behaviour. We work with parents to address recurring
inconsiderate  behaviour  and  with  support  from  observations,  find  the cause  and
decide jointly on the appropriate response.

� We will  liase with parents to create appropriate action plans to address behaviour
concerns and work together to promote positive behaviour.  If  the concerns persist
then  assistance  from  outside  agencies  may  be  sought  with  parent’s  permission.
Confidentiality will be upheld at all times.

Negative Behaviour

� At Bronte Nursery we recognise at certain stages of development children can use
negative behaviour.

� This behaviour can be demonstrated verbally or physically, we recognize that children
may display negative behaviour due to the fact that are still exploring their emotions
and understanding what is socially expected of them.

� We recognise that very young children are unable to regulate their own emotions,
such as fear, anger or distress and require sensitive adults to help them.
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� We take hurtful behaviour very seriously, children under the age of five will at some
stage hurt  or  say something hurtful  to another  child.  It  is  not  helpful  to  label  this
behaviour  as  ‘bullying’,  for  children  at  this  age  show  this  kind  of  behaviour
momentarily, spontaneously and often without thought of the other child’s feelings 

Bullying

� Bullying is taken very seriously at our setting. Bullying involves the persistent physical
or verbal abuse of another child or children. It is characterised by intent to hurt, often
planned, and accompanied by an awareness of the impact of the bullying behavior.

Rough and tumble play and fantasy aggression

� We understand that play such as ‘superhero’s’ can have aggressive themes. Children
can seem preoccupied with these themes but their  behaviour  is  not necessarily a
precursor to be hurtful or angry towards others.

� We recognise that these themes and rough and tumble play are normal for young
children and can be acceptable within certain boundaries and limits. This time of play
is regarded as pro-social and not as problematic or ‘aggressive’

� We use this type of fantasy play to provide different alternative strategies for heroes.
We encourage empathy and lateral thinking and explore right and wrong.

Supporting Behaviour

At  Bronte Nursery we practice strategies  and procedures to support  and promote positive
behaviour  and to manage the negative behaviour.  The staffs are required to use positive
approaches  for  handling  behaviour.  We  support  children  by  finding  solutions  for  their
appropriate age and stage of development. We acknowledge children’s feelings and support
them to gain control of their feelings.

� We acknowledge considerate behaviour such as kindness and willingness to share.

� We  support  each  child  in  developing  self-esteem,  confidence  and  feelings  of
competence, making each child feel valued and welcome.

� We avoid creating situations in which children receive adult attention only in return for
inconsiderate behaviour

� We never send children out of the room by themselves, at times a child may be given
time out outside of their room but this is only with parental permission and with a staff
member.

� We never use corporal punishment, such as smacking or shaking. We never threaten
to use these actions.

� We do not physically restrain children, unless they are in danger of seriously hurting
themselves or others.

� We do not use techniques used to single out and humiliate individual children.

� We do not shout at children in a threatening way. 

� We recognise that codes for interacting with other people may vary between cultures
and staff are required to be aware of and respect this.

Strategies

We discourage negative behaviour and give lots of praise and reward for positive behaviour.

If a child is behaving in a negative way such as throwing, shouting or showing bad manners
then the following will be implemented:
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1st step
The child  will  be asked to stop their  negative  behaviour/action;  we will  give the child  the
opportunity to correct their own behaviour.

2nd step
If the child does not stop their negative behaviour/action they will be asked again to stop, they
may not have heard or understood what has been asked.

3rd step
If the child has not corrected their negative behaviour/action then an adult will intervene. We
will  encourage  the  child  to  try  a  new  activity,  explaining  they  must  stop  their  negative
behaviour /action. If the problem is persisting the child may need time out from all activities.

If a child is behaving in an unacceptable manner such as biting, hitting, smacking, hurting
others then the following will be implemented:

Over 2 years
� The child will be given a time out; an adult will always be next to/with the child. The

length of time given is a minute for their age (eg. 2 yrs is 2 minutes, 1 min=1 year of
their age).

� Staff will  explain to the child in a low firm tone, maintaining eye contact, that their
behaviour is unacceptable and why it must not be done.

� When their time out is finished the child must apologise for their behaviour and to the
child who is hurt.

� An incident form will be written and parent informed.

Under 2 years
� The child will be shown an emotion card i.e a sad face and staff will explain that the

negative action is not nice.
� The child will be asked to say sorry or give the child who has been hurt a cuddle. This

may or may not happen.
� An incident form will be written and the parent informed.

In the event that a child under the age of 3 years shows behaviour difficulties that do not
improve  using  the  behaviour  management  strategies  that  are  already  employed  at  the
nursery, nursery practitioners will work with parents to ensure effective strategies are in place.
These strategies will be developed and monitored through devising a behaviour plan. If the
child's behaviour difficulties do not show any improvement, with the parent's permission, it
may be necessary  for  the nursery  to seek support  for  nursery practitioners  from another
professional. 

In the event that a child of pre-school age (over 3 years) shows behaviour difficulties that do
not  improve  using  behaviour  management  strategies  that  are  already  employed  at  the
nursery, nursery practitioners will devise a behaviour plan with the parent. The nursery will
also devise a behaviour plan in the event that the nursery practitioner or parent has a concern
about a child's behaviour. 

If the child's behavioural difficulties do not show any improvement and/or interfere with the
child's learning or that of the group, despite the nursery providing a behaviour plan, with the
parent's  permission,  it  may  be  necessary  to  seek  further  guidance  through  a  referral  to
outside agencies. 

In the event that the parent refuses permission for the nursery to seek support from outside
agencies or should the child's behaviour be a risk to others, the nursery reserves the right to
terminate the child's place at the nursery. 

Manager Signature__________________

Policy Review date: October 2016
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