
Settling in Policy

At Bronte Nursery we want children to feel safe and happy in a stimulating environment and
to  feel  secure  and  comfortable  with  staff.  We  work  toward  building  a  strong,  trusting
relationship with parents and for them to have confidence in  their  child’s well  being whilst
attending our setting.

Bronte  nursery  aims  to  settle  children  with  support  and  understanding  and  take  into
consideration their individual needs and circumstances of children and their families.

� Before a child attends our setting, we use a variety of ways to provide their parents
with information about the nursery. This includes a copy of our prospectus, session
times, pricing and availability of our spaces

� We allocate a key person to each child and their family before they start the nursery.
The key person will support the child and parents throughout the settling in sessions.

� We offer and encourage children and their parents to attend ‘free’ settling session
before the proposed start date. We understand that children’s individual needs may
vary and we work with the parents to provide the best opportunities to settle.

� We offer a guide of three settling in sessions the week before a child is due to attend
the setting, the recommendations are as follows

o 1st settle: Parent and child stay for an hour together, this gives the parent the

opportunity  to  observe  their  child  at  play  and  meet  their  child’s  new  key
person. We also ask parents to complete any necessary documents and pass
on relevant information for their child

o 2nd settle: This is a 1 1/2 hour settle session where the parent can stay for a

period of time to help settle their child and then leave their child to play and
interact with the other children and staff

o 3rd settle: This settle is a 2 hour settle session. We recommend the child be

left with the other children and staff to help them feel familiar with their new
environment and supported by their key person, we also encourage children
to stay for a mealtime

� We  support  children  and  families  through  the  settling  process  and  will  give
reassurance when children may need to take longer to settle

� Younger children can take longer to settle into nursery, as will children who may not
have previously spent time away from home. We will keep parents informed of their
child’s progress and work with them to support the settling in process.

� We judge a child to be settled when they are familiar with their new environment and
are comfortable to play and join in with activities in the nursery.

� When parents leave, we ask them to say goodbye to their child and explain that they
will be coming back and when.
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Children cannot play or learn successfully if they are anxious and unhappy. Our
settling procedures aim to help parents to help their children to feel comfortable in the
Nursery, to benefit from what it has to offer, and to be confident that their parents will
return at the end of the session/day.

Children moving up to a new room (e.g. babies to toddlers) will be given sufficient
visits in order to settle into their new group. We will inform parents when their child is due to
move to a new room. We confirm in writing the child’s settle sessions, new key person and
proposed start date. The child’s progress folder will be up to date enabling the members of
staff in the new room to understand the child’s stage of development.
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